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SUMMARY 

Al-Oda Nasseer Ali Abdulhussein. Influence of an images of the architectural 
heritage of Babylon on the formation of world architecture. – On the right of 
manuscript. 
Thesis for Ph.D. in Architecture, speciality: 18.00.01 – Theory of Architecture, 
Restoration of Architectural Monuments. - Lviv Polytechn c National University Ministry 
of Education and Science of Ukraine. – Lviv, 2015. 
     Dissertation is dedicated to the identification of principles of the Babylon’s 
architectural image formation in the meaning of its historical heritage and is also dedicated 
to the Genesis particularities of Babylon’s leading architectural image uncover, known in 
world’s culture as “The Tower of Babylon”.  
The identified principles of the Babylon’s architectural imagery formation in the meaning 
of its historical heritage are: 

 the interdependence of irrigation system and the state, caused by landscape and 
climatical particularities; 

 the construction process’s particularities (building materials and technologies, 
structure construction traditions); 

 repeatedly renovation and rebuilding of the leading structures with interaction of 
local and related cultures; 

 mythological traditions and rituals of power’s legitimisation, architecturally 
expressed; 

 architectural strength and laconism, which almost “literally” express traditional 
ideas and impress the spectators; 

 Sumer-Akkadian culture’s high authority, architecturally fixed as prototype of 
further interpretation without fundamental distortion. 

The Genesis particularities of Babylon’s leading architectural image, known in world’s 
culture as “The Tower of Babylon” are: 
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 the transition from architectural to the verbal image in the late hellenistic period. 
The overthrow of pagan Babylon (endless luxury and power) as an unacceptable 
idea for arising christian culture; 

 revival of the interest to the Babylon’s Tower’s architectural image, and the city of 
Babylon: the transition from verbal to the architectural image; 

 the appearance of the numerous free interpretations in the different culture’s 
demonstrations on the architectural base. 

      Transformation of Babylon’s image and its architectural dominant analysed through 
gradual change of the attitude to the architectural objects. Babylon is a unique case, when 
this chain had cyclic continuation: from the cultural image to the architectural image and 
architectural object (what was the motivation of the architectural research).  
It is determined, that architectural forms of Babylon’s leading objects during all the 
periods were saving their traditional architectural features, basic principles of Sumer-
Akkadian architecture. 
       The earliest babylon ziggurat’s (stepped brick tower with spiral stepped rise, without 
interior) specific Sumerian architecture has become significant to the following artists and 
almost hasn't changed during the centuries. The most important dates of architectural 
image’s appearance of Etemenanka’s ziggurat was the king’s Hamurapy period, who had 
rebuilt ziggurat again, and Asargaddon’s and his son’s times. when Etemenanka’s ziggurat 
was rebuilt in Assyrian and babylonian traditions by Aradach-Cheshu. The construction of 
last ziggurat’s version was finished in new babylonian period by II Navuchodonosor (605-
562 BC). This construction became a confirmation of high Babylon’s status and state’s 
power of that period. Ziggurat as leading architectural and ideological dominant of the 
city, despite of numerous rebuilding and changes, has become a linking element, holding a 
common topic from Sumerian up to Hellenistic period. 
       Thesises about unique authentic Iraq’s architecture has been formulated; aspects of 
historical heritage has been identified as the base of its architectural imagery; leading 
authentic Babylon’s architectural images has been formulated and identified, their and 
transformation in European and world’s architectural imagery. The domination of 
Babylon’s image and “The Tower of Babylon” determined the borders of cultural space, in 
which this image works as global cultural space. The research notes that in contemporary 
cultural space two dipolar architectural images work. The first one is connected with the 
architectural image, that second one - with is textual interpretation.  
     Babylon is a valuable Iraq’s cultural object, which is also has the world’s importance 
and need long-lasting research, reconstruction and renovation works. Numerous 
destractions and reconstructions happened with this valuable monument of world’s 
culture, which added new features to its architectural appearance, but it always saved its 
original content. This makes this renovation work’s problem a pertinent in Babylon, 
transfers it from the regional level to the world’s. 
        Keywords: image, Babylon, architectural and spatial environment, composition, 
traditions, culture, historical heritage. 
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